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Yes; if in any case, certainly in Toussaint L'Ouverture's, -was a
constitutional dictatorship of indispensable necessity. Rightly
did he interpret his position, and well did he understand his
duties. This new Moses had brought his people out of Egyp-
tian bondage, and must now give them a code of laws, over the
execution of which, for the few remaining years of his life, it is
his most solemn duty to watch. Such conduct asks no defence,
and admits no'excuse. Ifc is positively and highly virtuous, and
any other course would have been a betrayal of a sacred duty,
a breach of a momentous trust.

Again the hour of temptation has come. Th6 victorious
general who commands univei-sal obedience and enjoys universal
respect may become a president or a sovereign. The good prin-
ciple conquers; Satan is dismissed with a rebuke; the crown
is refused; the presidency is deliberately chosen.

Does the reader think of Washington, who, when he might
possibly have become a king, became a private citizen ? We
are not sure that Washington's means for establishing a throne
in the midst of the high-minded republicans of the Anglo-
Saxon race were equal to those which Toussaint possessed
among the uncultured and recently liberated Haytians, whom
nature made fond of parade, and custom had habituated to
royalty. The greater the opportunity, the greater the tempta-
tion ; nor can he be accounted the inferior man who overcame
in the severer trial. Nor must it be forgotten, that while
Washington could, with confidence and safety, leave his associ-
ates to their own well-tried and well-matured powers of self-
government, 'L'Ouverture had, in comparision, but children'to
deal with and provide for. Would it have been either prudent
or benevolent to retire from the oversight of those children at
the very moment when they had ceased to do evil and were
learning to do well'? Clearly, duty, in the most solemn and
emphatic tones, demanded the continuance of that fatherly
care which had rescued those babes in intellect from impending
ruin, and so far led them toward the attainment of individual
strength and social excellence. Yes, Toussaint L'Ouverture,
12*ed.   Thess circles were public audi-ference that might conciliate, nor failed in the bland and
